











New York’s Traffic Congestion Problems

greater than such average in this City. Upon such
basis, there is required per passenger carried in a
private automobile about thirty-five square feet of
roadway street space.

Checks in Greater New York indicate the average
taxicab carries an average of 0.83 passengers, such
passengers so carried requiring about sixty-four
square feet of roadway street space. This large
amount of occupied space per passenger carried is

\

due, in part, to the “cruising” time when the taxi car- \
ries no passengers. There are 24,398 taxicabs in

New York and a traffic density of only 0.83 passen-
gers per taxi shows a most wasteful use of roadway
street per passenger.

Automobile Parking Evil
The private automobile is the further cause of one
of the greatest evils contributory to traffic conges-
tion, namely, parking. On any street where traffic
is dense, lines of parked cars can be seen along each
curb, utterly destructive for the utilization of the
available width of the street for natural lanes of
traffic.
Parked cars preempt the use of the street by the
few at the expense and inconvenience of the masses.
A recent check in two blocks of one of Brooklyn’s
down town business streets, upon which are operated
double tracks for street cars shows the following:
On one block the full parking space on
both sides of the street was occupied sub-
stantially the entire time from ten A. M.
to five P. M. From eight A. M. to six
P. M. there were parked in this block 116
automobiles carrying a total of 214 passen-
gers, including chauffeurs, or an average of
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1.8 passengers (including chauffeurs) per
automobile; 79 such passengers, or only
0.68 passengers, per automobile, entered
places of business within the block.

On an adjacent block in the same street
between the hours of eight A. M. and six
P. M. there were parked 113 automobiles,
carrying a total of 279 passengers, includ-
ing chauffeurs.

This particular street is fifty feet from curb to
curb so that fully seven and one-half feet of the
; width of the street on each side thereof, or a total
of 30 per cent of the width of the street was utilized
for parking throughout the business day. Such two
lines of parked automobiles forced practically all
the vehicular traffic through the street upon the
trolley trackage, thereby disrupting and delaying
what would otherwise be the normal movement of
both the vehicular traffic and the trolley cars.

Between the hours of eight A. M. and six P. M.
900 trolley car trips carried 36,000 passengers
through this particular street, upon which such two
blocks were located. The 249 automobiles used 30
percent of the street space for parking and carried
only 493 passengers, including chauffeurs, or an
average of 1.97 passengers, including chauffeurs,
per automobile.

Thus the Public use of this street for transporta-
tion of 36,000 people was materially preempted by
493 people using the two blocks of the street for
parking—besides other vehicular traffic deprived of
normal, proper use of the street, probably thought-
lessly blaming the trolley cars for the cause of
traffic congestion.

Stated in everyday language, the surface street
cars carry seven out of every ten passengers trans-
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